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Unit 03, Class 07

The End of War: 
A Just Peace or Just Peace?
Purpose: Is a victor capable of 
establishing a Just Peace? Peace 
without Victory?
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Part One: Homework Country Status
Examine the information found on pages 253-254. This information shows the status of a particular 
country at the end of the war.  Create a summary of the information below.  Then, answer the questions 
found on page 254 on page 252.

Notes:
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Place the answers to the questions found on page 254 on this page.
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see supplemental handouts
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see supplemental handouts
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Part Two: Peace Conference Simulation
Introduction
 Traditionally, when one side defeats the other in a war, a peace treaty is signed between the warring 
parties.  The peace treaty will normally focus on the points of conflict that existed between the warring 
sides prior to the war in an effort to provide resolution to the problems. Peace treaties do not necessar-
ily decide right and wrong, as the terms of the treaty are most often determined by the victors of the war. 
The hope is that the peace treaty will create a lasting peace between the warring parties.
 A peace conference to create a treaty was scheduled to be held in Paris in 1919 to bring a formal end 
to WWI.  You will participate in this simulation that will allow you to play the role of a diplomat charged 
with negotiating the treaty to end this war.  As diplomats, it is important to understand the causes and 
course of the war, and to represent your country’s perspective in the process. The simulation is not 
meant to be an exact copy of the 1919 Conference.  At this conference, Germany will be one of the 
nations present.  This was not the case in 1919.
 The goal of this simulation is to negotiate the topics from the point-of-view of your assigned country 
in a multilateral environment. It is important that your country’s delegation communicate your expec-
tations and concerns with the other countries and that your delegation listen and respond to the other 
countries in the simulation. 

Task
 You have been appointed to serve as a delegate to represent the interests of one of the countries to 
the 1919, Paris Peace Conference. Your job will be to negotiate a formal peace treaty to officially end 
World War I.
 Three main topics will be discussed and negotiated in this simulated peace conference; they are: 
  (1) armaments,
  (2) land control (including colonial possessions and political boundaries 
   for the countries and nationalist groups in Europe), and 
  (3) reparations and monetary war reparations.

You must represent the interests of your country as diplomats from many countries work together to 
create a treaty to bring about the official end of the war. Remember that the Central Powers have agreed 
to stop the fighting. In the Allied view, they have won the war.  The job now is to design a treaty that will 
bring a lasting peace to Europe and the world.

Questions to consider:
•How did the war settle the problems associated with militarism, alliances, imperialism, and 
nationalism in a way that will ensure future peace?

•How should the countries of Europe decide the terms of peace? What should be considered 
when making decisions (i.e., winners, losers, costs, future peace, fairness, revenge, the issues 
that started the war…)?

•How might the costs each individual country paid in terms of life and property affect their 
attitudes and participation in the peace conference? Why?
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Answer these questions for your country:
1. Which countries and or colonies should be allowed to attend the conference? Why?

2. What do you think your country’s goals would be for this conference?

3. How has the death and destruction of the war affected your countries’ attitude and goals before
the start of the peace conference? How might that affect the negotiations?

The Armistice
By late 1918, it was apparent that the Allied Powers would be victorious over the Central Powers. One 
by one, the Central Powers signed an armistice with the Allied Powers to end the fighting in WWI (see 
chart below). An armistice is an agreement to stop the fighting; the Central Powers had to agree to many 
conditions before signing the armistice to end the fighting. Although there was an agreement to stop 
fighting, the official peace treaty and conditions had not yet been determined. A peace conference was 
scheduled for January 1919 in Paris to discuss and determine the actual treaty or treaties that would 
bring an official end to The Great War

There was no one single cause that led to World War I. In 1919, the countries needed to address many 
of the long-term problems that led to WWI including; colonies, nationalism and self-determination, 
armaments, alliances, political boundaries of the countries, and others. The candidates also needed to 
discuss new topics including who should have to pay the costs of the war (reparations), as well as who 
should have to take responsibility for starting the war.


